[Perspectives and challenges of malaria vaccine. Why we must do more].
During the last 10 years the development of a malaria vaccine has attracted an increasing amount of attention both from the political sector and from financial investors. This has led to a number of major scientific and technological advances, but much remains to be done. Numerous potential target antigens are under investigation, and most research is focusing on a subunit vaccine. Irradiated attenuated sporozoites are also a promising approach, even if major technological and regulatory challenges remain to be overcome. Barriers to vaccine development include an inadequate understanding of certain aspects of host-parasite biology and protective immune responses. Other challenges are to increase the antigenicity of some antigens, and to optimize the quality of the immune response. However, research funding remains the main obstacle.